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Commissioner of Patents, Washington D.C. 20231 on this date of March 22, 2002. 
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Address to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Filing Date 


November 21, 2000 






Group Art Unit 


1636 


Examiner Name 


Q. Nguyen 




Title: ''Polynucleotide Ligands as Antiviral Agents" 



Sir: 

This response is responsive to the Restriction Requirement dated February 28, 2002, which 
set a one-month period for response. 

Please amend the application as follows: 



In the claims 
Cancel Claims 27-32. 

Remarks 

In view of the above amendments and the following remarks, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to allow claims 1-26, the currently pending claims. Claims 1-19 have been 
canceled, without prejudice to refiling. 

Applicants respectfully elect the invention of Group I, claims 1-19 for further examination, 
and the Group (3), SEQ ID NOs:12-16, as a compound, with traverse. Applicants respectfully 
submit that the class of antiviral agents represent a generic claim, and that the election of SEQ ID 
NOs:12-16 should be an election of species in the group, not a separate invention. 

A key determination in whether a generic claim is appropriate depends on the disclosure of a 
commonality of operation, function or effect As stated in the present application, the family of 
antiviral agents set forth in the present claims have a common mechanism of function, through 
binding to virus and acting to decrease the infection of target cells by the virus. Therefore the 
compounds are properly examined as a genus, with an election of species. 
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In view of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully request limitation of the restriction to 
the single genus of compounds, with election of the species, Group (3). 



Applicants submit that all of the claims are now in condition for allowance, which action is 
requested. If the Examiner finds that a Telephone Conference would expedite the prosecution of 
this application, she is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number provided. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any other fees under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16 
and 1 .17 which may be required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 
50-0815, order number STAN096CIP. 

Respectfully submitted, 



BOZICEVIC, FIELD & FRANCIS LLP 
200 Middlefield Road, Suite 200 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Telephone: (650) 327-3400 
Facsimile: (650) 327-3231 
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